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Î Î Î FROM THE PASTORõS DESK Î Î Î  
 Since last fall eight adults have been preparing  

 either for their own baptism or reception into the  

 Catholic Church. The season of Lent for them is an 

 intense time of preparation for these sacraments.  

 Last week at the 9am Mass we celebrated with our 

 two catechumens (those preparing for baptism) and 

 six candidates (those preparing to be received into  

 the church) a sending rite to Archbishop Flynn.  

 Later on Sunday afternoon at the Cathedral in Saint 

 Paul they participated in the churchôs Rite of  

 Election and Call to Continuing Conversion. 

 

At the 9am Mass this weekend we celebrate the Rite of Christian Initiationôs 

(RCIA) Penitential Rite. In the past the RCIAôs Scrutinies have been celebrated 

on each of the three later weeks of Lent. This is the first time the churchôs RCIA 

Penitential Rite will be celebrated here. In the ritual, after the homily,  

catechumens and candidates are individually called forward and prayed over by 

the entire community. The reason for the prayer is to ask God to continue to lead 

the catechumens and candidates to conversion and growth in Christian living. 
 

It is to be noted that throughout the season of Lent, our catechumens and  

candidates will be dismissed at the completion of the Liturgy of the Word. The 

reason for this goes back to the early church. It offers catechumens and candidates 

who are unable to receive the Eucharist, the opportunity for greater prayer and 

reflection before their full initiation into the church that culminates at the Easter 

Vigil with the reception of their First Communion. 
 

Throughout the season of Lent we hear much about RCIA and see the various 

rituals associated with the process of adult initiation. The Rite of Election recalls 

the dignity given to each of us in baptism as children of God. Seeing the  

Penitential Rite and Scrutinies recalls our own need for conversion so that we 

might each grow to better reflect the light of Godôs love for our entire world to 

see. The dismissal of our catechumens and candidates invites us to see the honor 

and privilege we are each given to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the 

Eucharist we share.  
 

May we continue to pray for all who are preparing for the Easter sacraments. 

May the example of our catechumens and candidates inspire each one of us to 

growth and conversion in our own journey of faith. 

  

- Father Mike Tix 

Welcome to  

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
 

If you are interested in joining our 

parish community and are at least 

21 years of age, parishioners are 

available after weekend Masses to 

answer any questions and provide 

assistance with registration. You may 

also stop by the parish office during 

office hours to register. 
 

Daily Mass 

Tuesday - Friday 8 am 

Communion Service 

Monday & Saturday 8 am 

Rosary 

Monday - Saturday 7:35 am 
 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 5 pm 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9 am, 11 am 

(nursery available at 9 am Mass) 
 

Baptism 

Call the parish office at 952.890.9465 

to register for the next Baptism class: 

Monday, March 3, 7-8:30 pm 
 

Marriage 

Contact a priest or deacon 

at least six months in advance. 
 

Sacrament of Penance 

Saturday: 3:30-4:30 pm 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The sacrament is available to 

those seriously ill or suffering from 

prolonged illness. Call the parish 

office for more information. 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 

For information including sign-up: 

952.882.9227 or http://pea.g-ware.org 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Submit articles to the parish office 

by 10 am on Monday. 

Belief Ǚ Community Ǚ Faith Ǚ Education 

Î Î Î ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE Î Î Î 
 

Your prayers for the success of the Appeal and the ministries it supports are 

still needed, as are pledges and gifts. Each gift is important to the mission of 

our Archdiocese. It takes many people to form the body of Christ. No gift is to 

small. Please return a pledge slip with your response today. Thanks to the 

generosity of many of our parishioners, to-date we have pledges totaling 31% 

of our parish goal which is $110,720.  




